
Tonights  Theme:   
òLove Is In The Airó  

 

The origins of Valentine's Day trace back to the ancient Roman celebration of 
Lupercalia. Held on February 15, Lupercalia honored the gods Lupercus and 
Faunus, as well as the legendary founders of Rome, Romulus and Remus.  In 
addition to a bountiful feast, Lupercalia festivities are purported to have 
included the pairing of young women and men. Men would draw women's 
names from a box, and each couple would be paired until next year's 
celebration. While this pairing of couples set the tone, it wasn't called 
"Valentine's Day" until a priest named Valentine came along. Valentine, a 
romantic at heart, disobeyed Emperor Claudius II's decree that soldiers remain 
bachelors. Claudius handed down this decree believing that soldiers would be 
distracted and unable to concentrate on fighting if they were married or 
engaged. Valentine defied the emperor and secretly performed marriage 
ceremonies. As a result of his defiance, Valentine was put to death on February 
14.  After Valentine's death, he was named a saint. As Christianity spread 
through Rome, the priests moved Lupercalia from February 15 to February 14 
and renamed it St. Valentine's Day to honor Saint Valentine. 

Tom Woods, our stand in Sergeant at Arms this evening, filled 

the room with love as he organised everyone to get ready for 
Meeting 1199.  Tom told us there were no kisses, no hugs and no 
cards for him on Valentineôs Day, he was greeted with ñget off to 
workò from his wife.  Poor Tom! 

Get off to work Tom! 

 
Spreading more love into the air tonight was Sam Ekinci, our 

President who romanced us with his Opening.  He told us that he 
went to see a friend at a Day Care Centre on Valentineôs Day and 
he watched two kids called ñJack and Jillò.  Jack picked a flower 
and went up to Jill and asked her to be his Valentine.  She said 
ñnoôô and asked what a Valentine was.  Jack explained it meant 
she was his friend. So she said ñYesò.  Jill then picked a flower 
and went up to a little girl and asked her the same thing.  The girl 
said ñnoò and asked her what a Valentine meant and she told her 
and the little girl then said ñyesôô.  Eventually all the kids were 
each otherôs Valentines and friends.  Love was in the air! 

  Will you be my Valentine? 
 

 
 
 

 
Toastmasters International  
ôWhere Leaders are madeõ 

We are always very pleased to welcome 

our guests and encourage them to come 

back and see us again and for some to 

join our Speechcraft Course (for details 

see our website at 

www.parramattatm.org.au ï Short 

Courses) and others to join our 

Toastmasters Club or one nearer to your 

home. 

  
                District 70  

Parramatta Toastmasters 
Fostering 

 
 

Special thank you this week goes to everyone who stood 

in at the last minute and took a Toastmasters role on.  

You helped make our meeting run smoothly.  Thank you. 

         Thank you everyone! 

Parra Natta  
 

16 February 2012 

District 70   

 

 

 

Meeting No. 1199 

http://www.parramattatm.org.au/


Welcome to our guests for Meeting No. 1199 
16 February 2012 

 

 

Allie Kelly  ï Frequent visitor and Member of Brunch@Wenty. 

Keshminder Purba ï First time visitor   

Rita Khawand ï First time visitor 

Amelia Wenn ï Third time visitor 

Gabby Ord - Third time visitor to our club and current Speechcrafter 

Brett Pearce  ï First time visitor and friend of Gabby Ordôs 

Daniella Shaaban ï First time visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Come along and enjoy a night at Parramatta 

Toastmasters. You can have a meal, relax and be 

enter tained  

 

Plus y ou may even learn something along the way!  

 



If you have any news or an article 

for the Parra Natta please email 

Barbara Beveridge, VPPR ï 

vppr@parramattatm.org.au  

 

òLove is in the Airó  - everywhere I look around  é 
Sam Ekinci then conducted the Induction Ceremony for Kim Gosper  

Our new Toastmaster Member.  Kim was lovingly welcomed 

by the clan into Parramatta Toastmasters this evening.   

Kim is no newcomer to Toastmaster and was a previous member 

quite sometime ago at The Hills Toastmasters.  Kim told us he loved 

the rapturous applause he received along with the strength and dynamic nature 

he finds in our club.  Congratulations and a very big welcome to Kim!  

 

  Welcome to Kim Gosper 
 

Linda Snalam didnôt shoot little arrows at anyone tonight by taking us 

through the Program Changes.   Instead she thanked two new members 

for stepping in and taking on roles at the last minute to help out.   

Thank  you to Monique Tonna and Kim Gosper. 

 

 Thank you very much ï no arrows from Linda  

 

 

Cartoons and images in this edition of 

the Parra Natta are provided via Google 

by Barbara Beveridge, VPPR. 



 

                                        
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Donôt forget to bring your Competent Leaderôs 

Manual with you to all meetings; you may have a 

role that can be signed off on. 

 

Remember to advise us if you canôt attend a 

meeting, call or email the VPE, Linda Snalam -   
vpe@parramattatm.org.au . 

 

Please read our Clubôs Minutes go to ï 

http://www.parramattatm.org.au/introducting 

club.htm. 

 

If you are interested in the Speechcraft Course run 

by Parramatta Toastmasters Club please go to  ï  
http://www.parramattatm.org.au/speechcraft.htm  
     

     
Come along to a Speechcraft Course and learn from 

Toastmasters! 

PLEASE EMAIL OR RING IF YOU 

CANôT ATTEND A MEETING! 
 

ò Love Is In The Airó  - every sight and every sound é 
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ò Love Is In The Airó  - and I donõt know if Iõm being 
foolish é 

There was nothing foolish about tonightôs Chairman 1 ï Suzanne Berkeley.  Suzanne 
warmly told us about where she spent her Valentineôs Day this year - James Ruse High 
School.  She said she was surprised by the culture that existed in the school and how 
she was greeted by such love and happiness.  She told us that the Year 12 prefects 
were giving presents to others through hugs, wishes, kisses and roses they were selling.  
They also gave a concert to spread the love which was over abundant in the air at their 
school.  
 
Suzanneôs unique charm and sincerity shone through in her role tonight.  She certainly 
filled our hearts with love.  Good job Suzanne! 
 

                                    
                                                            and flowers for sale 

 
Mark Pankhurst  did the Welcome tonight.  Mark gave everyone a great welcome as he 
introduced all our guests this evening.  Thank you Mark 

            A loving welcome to all our visitors        

 
A Book Review was given by Selvi Jayaganesh.  Selvi spoke about óThe Forgotten 
Gardenô by Kate Morgan.  She said that the book is about a lost child from the UK on 
way to Australia over 100 years.  At 21 years of age a woman found out the family she 
thought was hers wasnôt.  It wasnôt until 90 years later that her granddaughter found out 
their true roots.  Selvi said this story is a fairytale for grownups, especially women.  
Excellent book review Selvi! 

 

                                                   
         A lost child                                                           This book is a fairy tale for grown ups 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - donõt know if Iõm being wise é 

Weak Word was given by the very loving and wise Elizabeth Wilson. She told us that 
she believes in the positive and not the negative so her word tonight was a strong 
positive one.  Elizabeth said that love is a strong word and it is all around us.  There are 
many aspects of love, itôs better to love and not hate.  There word love is mentioned  558 
times in the Bible whilst hate is only mentioned 241.  Elizabeth told us that love grows, it 
can grow for food, people, Toastmasters and even a book.  Think positive, think love and 
be a happier person.  Wise words indeed, thanks Elizabeth. 
 

  Love grows 
 
Tonightôs Point of View was given by Monique Tonna.  Monique, who has recently 
returned from overseas, told us about the Continent of Africa.  She said that she was 
made to feel very welcome and what a friendly place it was.  The country was stunning.  
She patted an elephant and said her favourite place was Tanzania, we should add it to 
our destination list.  Most Toastmasters now want to visit thanks to Monique. 

  

           Love Tanzania and the world  

 
Kim Gosper gave us the Inspirational.  Kim told us his Inspirational was three fold.  He 
said he was inspired by the inspiration of our club, the interaction of club members and 
the technology to resource our club.  He read about the club and saw membersô names 
listed which helped to inspire him to return to Toastmasters, after an absence of some 
20 years.  Fantastic Inspirational by Kim, welcome back to Toastmasters! 
 
 

   A very heart warming inspirational 

 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - donõt know if Iõm being wise é 

 
Chairman 1 ï Suzanne Berkeley told us that she is always inspired by our speakers.  A 
very wise comment and I believe we all agree Suzanne!  
 
Love Is In The Air Toast given by Nirish Shakya.   Nirish recited a fantastic poem he 
wrote himself.  It was an ode to Love and he had lots of funny things in it to help with the 
rhyming pattern. One of them was to get your hiney off the chair!  Hereôs to Love is in the 
Air.   The poem was very entertaining Nirish but Iôm not so sure about the romantic in 
you! 
 

                                    
    

                                Get your hiney off the chair     is that a        romantic message? 

 

Table Topics 
 
Table Topic Master - Gary Wilson.  
Gary told us about a long standing joke which entailed him always being the 
Toastmaster on Valentineôs Day, the joke was that he was labelled the most unromantic 
male of the club and thatôs why he always got the job.  Gary then told Ian Chick that 
enough was enough and heôs also resigning as the Club Crawler.  Gary said that if Ian 
canôt be nice to him he wasnôt going to be nice to the Executive!  Gary asked President 
Sam Ekinci why he had been chosen for the role tonight and who put him up to it.  Sam 
came back with an excellent answer ï that Gary was very wise and had lived through 
lots of experiences, love had already been there in his life and thatôs why he got the job.  
Sam said he had overruled the Executive to ensure he got the role tonight.  Linda 
Snalam then piped up and said óNo Way!ô  The right person got the job and the 
Executive gave 100% support to Gary having the role as he was the most romantic male 
in our club.   
Ian Chick then commented that the jokes have worn thin and we should move on.  He 
believes that Michael Said would be perfect as Table Topic Master on Valentineôs Day 
from now on, itôs only taken him 50 years to get his romancing right and to find the 
women of his dreams, plus he has to practice for his buckôs night!  Ouch Michael! 
 

   Michael the most romantic Toastmaster 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - but itõs something that I must 
believe in and itõs there when I look in your eyes é 

 
First Table Topic speaker up was Cheryl Piper to answer her question ñMarried for 
love or lustò. Cheryl looked us in the eyes and said it was all about love.  She said that 
romance and eternal love were things that were important in a marriage and as a 
marriage celebrant thatôs what she endorses.  She said, be like Michael Said and follow 
suit to get married, itôs a special day, one that you never forget.  Cheryl told us that if it 
doesnôt work out the first time try again!  Thanks Cheryl, I am sure some more of us will 
give it a go. 
    

                                                
A Wedding Day is one that you never forget       and          if it doesnôt work out give it another go!       
                                  

SecondTable Topic Speaker was Elizabeth Wilson ready to answer her question 
ñWhat do you think about Valentineôs Dayò.  Elizabeth launched into telling us that for 
those who believe in it, itôs a wonderful thing.  Sheôs a romantic at heart and has to prod 
Gary to do the right thing and had to remind him it was their Wedding Anniversary last 
year.  She thought sheôd forget Valentineôs Day this year and she didnôt bother to buy 
Gary a chocolate from the Darrell Lea shop for $1.65.  Gary did remember and gave her  
a card but not chocolates. Elizabeth would really prefer to have diamonds.  Gary said he 
shows her love all year round and the card was lots more expensive than the Darrell Lea 
chocolates after all.   Ah domestic bliss! 

                    

           Elizabeth prodding Gary                       Garyôs card                  Diamondôs are what she wants 

Gary Wilson then told us that the next six speakers would be given the same question  
on the one word óLoveô ï they would need to give a mini speech on love remembering to 
give us their point of view, reasons and examples. 

   one word - love 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - in the whisper of the trees é 

Linda Clark was up as the first speaker.  Linda It wasnôt fair she was the first speaker on 
love, she was hoping to hear what the others had to say before she was chosen!  Linda 
almost whispered that she thought love wasnôt going to happen to her again.  She had a 
tick list of what she wanted in a man and all of the ones she met didnôt measure up.  
Then she met Michael and love did come along.  We are all very happy that love did 
come along for you Linda, and for Michael too! 

     love came along ï in the whisper of the trees 

Stephen Cox was the second speaker. Stephen ólovemasterô Cox didnôt tell us what we 
thought he would, he actually said that there are different types of love.  There are lovers 
and friends ï to which Tom Woods commented ñHi, Stephen!ò in a somewhat gayish 
tone!  Undaunted, Stephen continued and said that love is protection; itôs that warm and 
fuzzy feeling.  Itôs about putting someone before yourself, its sheer happiness.  Love in 
the air is better than oxygen!  Now thatôs inspiring. 

                                   

                                                Love in the air is better then oxygen 

Selvi Jayaganesh ï the third speaker.  Selvi said that love is our true nature; we should 
love everyone around us.  We should not just have 1 special day for it; everyday is made 
for giving love.   So very true Selvi, we should remember to love every single day. 

                                                  

           Love everyone                             because                                 Love is our true nature 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - in the thunder of the sea é 
 
Nirish Shakya was like thunder of the sea with his answer.  He boldly told us that for 
him it was definitely lust first before love.  He said that none of us would be here tonight 
if it wasnôt for lust.  It always has to be lust first, the love comes later.  Just goes to show 
you that you canôt judge a book (or computer!) by its cover. 
 

  Lust first!  Love later!    

 
Monique Tonna followed the thunder by telling us she doesnôt believe in love itôs more 
of a lust thing with her too.  She said lust starts off a relationship love doesnôt start it.   
Whatever happened to love at first sight?  

    lust for Monique not love  

 
Mark Pankhurst  was the next speaker. Mark told us that he doesnôt look it but heôs 
really a romantic.  He said love makes him weak at the knees.  Itôs something that you 
need to work at and itôs worth the effort.  He said love is the way to get things done.  Lust 
only lasts for a few minutes, love lasts forever.  Love takes over.   Love all the way for 
our Mark! 

   love all the way for romantic Mark    
 

Peter Steinhour a romantic at heart, was the evaluator for the odd numbered 
speakers.  Peter told Cheryl she gave an uplifting argument but to add more punch.  
Linda had a nice confidence.  Selvi had a very definite point of view, just needed a 
louder voice.  Monique gave a different point of view, she was more honest,  Monique 
needs to unclasp her hands.  Peter gave lots of encouragement in his evaluation. 

 Peter,  a romantic at heart 



                                   

ò Love Is In The Airó  - and I donõt know if Iõm just 
dreaming  é 

Donôt just dream about things, become a member of Parramatta RSL Club.  This 
helps our club out and is not just for Toastmasters but for our guests too. 
Yearly membership is only $5.50 for one year or $16.50 for three years.  
The Club supports us by waiving room hire though CDSE.  Members can also 
enjoy discount on purchases throughout the club and can use their card to attend 
Castle Hill RSL Club as well!  Now thatôs value for your money! 

 

Donõt dream but send best wishes to Toastmasters who are sick  

 
 

Please think of fellow Toastmasters who have seriously ill 
family and friends or who have lost a dear one! 

 

 

Love to everyone whoõs hurting out there, we really do 
care and are thinking of you! 



ò Love Is In The Airó  - donõt know if I feel sane  é 
 

Linda Snalam was the evaluator for the even number speakers tonight.  Linda said 
nearly all of her speakers only spoke for about 45 seconds, please go for the full minute 
to get better impact.  Linda said that Elizabeth Wilson did a great job of putting the point 
of view together but went overtime.   
There was some banter going on between Ian Chick and Michael Said, Tom Woods 
said that some may call it love. 
Back to the evaluations:  Steven Cox had lots of confidence, but no story and didnôt give 
details. Nirish Shakya took us by surprise, Linda expected his answer to be lust.  Mark 
Pankhurst, our romantic did a good job, great speech and gave us a story.  She asked 
Mark whether heôd been in love, he answered ñnoôô.  What a fibber you are Mark! 
 
General banter then followed with Gary Wilson saying that Michael Said can do the 
Table Topics for Valentineôs Day next year.  Suzanne Berkeley thanked Gary for his 
last Table Topic session for Valentineôs Day!  Not sure about that one Suzanne. 
 

 
   
Chairman 2 ï Joan Abela.  Joan told us that love is part of our genes no matter where 
we are from.  We have an inner love for our fellow man which is most important.  
Keeping love strong and alive, this is also very, very important.  Joan did a fantastic job 
during the Business Session this evening and handled the motion with a firm upper hand 
keeping all the rabble rousers under control. 

  We all know who the rebels are! 

Highlights:  Sergeant of Arms, Christine Pizzuti confirmed we had a 

quorum for this evening with 24 active members present.  Linda Snalam, VPE, passed 
on the apologies for absent members this evening.  Suben Subenthiran, said that the 
minutes were taken as read for Meeting 1198.  Suzanne Berekely, Treasurer told us 
that Toastmaster Memberships ½ yearly fees need to be paid by the end of March.  
Suzanne will be contacting those members shortly.  Linda Snalam, VPE reminded us of 
the evaluation and international speech contest is on 10 March 2012 at the Parramatta 
Workers Club, Cost will be $16.00 for lunch on the day with a 12 noon start, RSVP by 1st 

March 2012 to Elizabeth Wilson by email:  sec@westerngourmet.org.au. 


